

















NYSFOLA
Board Members
Work Hard for
You!

When someone asks you, “What does NYSFOLA
do for our lake association? Is it worth our dues?”
Here are some things worth noting:

Bill Harman serves on the Northeast Aquatic
Nuisance Species Panel (http:/neans.org) and
the New York State Nuisance Species Advi-
sory Committee where he continues to be the
voice for NYSFOLA lake associations. He is
also involved with other professional lake
management and scientific organizations. This
summer, Bill attended a meeting hosted by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
where he recommended funding for local lake
management activities. Unfortunately, the
EPA staff was less knowledgeable than Bill.
They thanked him for his comments and rec-
ommended that he pick up a copy of a great
book called —“Diet for a Small Lake.”

James Cunningham represents NYSFOLA on
the NYS Department of Environmental Con-
servation’s Water Management Advisory
Committee (WMAC) where his knowledge of
lake association issues as well as wastewater
treatment have been widely received. The
WMAC is comprised of private and non-profit
interest groups that advise the NYS DEC Divi-
sion of Water about all programs, primarily
related to the Clean Water Act. Jim also serves
as President of the Madison County Federation
of Lake Associations (MADFOLA).

Bob Rosati continues to be the voice of NYS-
FOLA dam owners as the state implements the
new Dam Safety Regulations. Bob has served

in this capacity for many years, and we are
truly indebted to him.

For over a decade, David Wright, Esq. has of-
fered legal advice to lake associations that are
members of NYSFOLA. He has provided a
great deal of pro-bono assistance with by-laws,
incorporation, dues collection and other issues.
Most recently, he filed a motion for NYS-
FOLA to intervene as a “Friend of the Court”
in the appeal of a recent court decision Yankee
Lake Preservation Association , Inc. v. Judith
Stein et al. This court case will have signifi-
cant impacts on lake associations’ attempts to
collect dues from members in order to pay for
things like dam repair. Unfortunately, we
heard about the case affer a decision had been
handed down that overturned previous case
law, and the appeal was rejected. To quote
Dave, “This is an absolute disaster for many
lake associations that don’t have enforceable
covenants.” We will have more on this at the
conference.

Rena Doing and George Kelly have been ac-
tively attending meetings pertaining to hy-
drofracking. As a retired geology professor,
George knows how to ask the tough questions.

Matt Albright served as the Region 2 (NY, NJ
and Puerto Rico) representative on the North
American Lake Management Society
(NALMS) Board of Directors. Although
Matt’s term has expired, he was replaced by
his Biological Field Station colleague Holly
Waterfield. So, we continue to have a voice on
the NALMS Board.

Our other Board members are also engaged in
many water-related issues both professionally
and privately as members of their lake associa-
tions. We will continue to feature their activi-
ties so that you can better understand what
NYSFOLA does for you.
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Ask Dr. Lake...

Dear Dr. Lake,

So what is this I hear about New
York state messing with my dish-
washer detergent and fertilizer?

Can’t they leave well enough alone?
Al G. Bloom, Lake Greentop, NY

Dear Al,

You are referring to the “Dishwasher Detergent
and Nutrient Runoff Law” signed by Governor
Paterson in July. The law prohibits the sale of
phosphorus (P) containing dishwasher detergents
for household use in 2010 and commercial use in
2013. It also restricts the use of fertilizers near
surface waters and during the winter and requires
soil testing to show that phosphorus is needed be-
fore the application of P-containing fertilizer. You
can read more about the new law at http://
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/67239.html.

So why was this law passed?

Although phosphorus (P) supplements are useful
for establishing strong root growth or the renewal
of an old lawn, excess P is
not good. When lawns and
gardens have enough avail-
able phosphorus, or it is ap-
plied at the wrong time of
the year, it runs off into
streams and lakes. And
while the grass may not
have grown any better with extra P, the algae ina
nearby lake probably did. The United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) has deemed
nutrients to be the primary cause of lake eutrophi-
cation in the nation’s lakes. Excessive nutrients are
the leading cause of impaired recreation and aes-
thetics (and worse) in more than 2 million acres of
lakes throughout the country. Specifically, EPA
reports that “excess nitrogen and phosphorus lead
to significant water quality problems including

harmful algal blooms, hypoxia and declines in
wildlife and wildlife habitat. Excesses have also
been linked to higher amounts of chemicals that

., make people sick.” Quite simply, lake + phospho-
rus = algae bloom, or at least the very real risk of
an algae bloom Which means that a green lawn
can make a green lake.

So, if this is such a big problem, why isn’t more
being done?

Funny you should ask. As I write this, the EPA
and each of the 50 states and territories are work-
ing toward developing new water quality standards
to protect lakes and streams from excessive nutri-
ents (phosphorus and nitrogen). This federal ini-
tiative began during the Clinton Administration, so
you can see how long it takes. In New York state,
the form that these new regulations will take, at
least for now, will be guidance values, to be used
to identify “how much is too much.” The New
York State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) will develop a process for determin-
ing the source and magnitude of these nutrients in
susceptible waterbodies and will develop strategies
for reducing nutrient levels.

DEC has been studying this issue for many years.
The agency will soon ask for public comments
about the proposed strategies for defining accept-
able nutrient levels in lakes and streams and man-
aging sources of nutrients that lead to water quality
impairments. This process will attempt to balance
recreational and water supply uses with the needs
of fish and other aquatic life (which need some
algae and therefore some nutrients in order to
thrive). The cost for removing nutrients, which in-
creases proportionally with additional nutrient re-
ductions, will also be considered. These guidance
values will be developed by the State utilizing nu-
trient fact sheets, created by DEC, that identify the
relationship between nutrient levels in a waterbody
and impairments. DEC has established thresholds
which separate waterbodies that support their des-
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